

















Nume. X. 


The LAYMONK. 





Difcinita tunica fugiendum eft, ac pede nudo. 


Hor. 





Monpay, December 6, 1713. 





HE Danger which our little Lay-Monaftery 
fo lately efcap’d of being plunder’d, 
has been a frequent Subject of Dif- 
courfe among us. Sir Arruun WIMBLETON 
now takes his Seat at Sir Eusrace’s Right 
Hand at the Table. We have all agreed to place 
him the next in Honour to our Founder ; and in 
cafe of another Affault, he is already minuted in 
our Books as Governour of the Lay-Convent. We 
often commend his artful Way of applying to the 
Mob. Mr. Jonnson fays, He is an admirable Ex- 
pofitor of Words ; and Nep Freeman the other 
Day ask’d him pleafantly, What thofe unlucky 
Stories were, that had like to have brought him 
into the Inquifition in Italy 2 

The Knight was rais’d to the Height of good 

Humour at our Praifes, and at the DiftinGion we 
all pay him; and to fhew at the fame time that 
e was not unprovided of an Anfwer to Nev 
Freeman, he related the following Story, which 
he affured us was well known in /raly, and which 
diverted us fo much, that I was order’d to take it 
down in Writing 


g, and publifh it for the Paper of 
this Day. 


Farrier Nicolo of Narni wasacelebratedPreacher, 
and had genera ly a quick Eye in the Pulpit over 
the Female Part of his Audience. He was one 
Day preaching at Catanzea in Sicily, when among the 
reft of his Auditory, he {py’d out a very agreeable 
young Woman, nam’d /gatha, Wife to one Rug- 
giert a Phyfician, and was immediately enamour’d 
with her Beauty. The Lady was fo devoutly at- 
tentive to the Preacher, as to have her Eye con- 
{tantly fix’d on him, and could not help perceiving 
that he was handfome, nor wifhing fecretly that 
her Husband were no lefs agreeable. After Ser- 
mon, fhe addrefs’d her felf to Father Nicolo for 
Contcilion, who was overjoy’d at this lucky Oppor- 
tunity of difcovering his Paffion, Agatha had foon 
difparch’d the Account of her own Sins ; after 
which fhe very generoufly confefs’d for her Hus- 
band too, and ask’d the holy Man, If he had no 
Cure for in old Man’s Jealoufy ? The Father re- 
ply'd, That Jealoufy was a Paffion not to be avoid- 

d by he happy Perfon who pofiefs’d fo divine 
Creature. 4oatha fmil’d, and thinking it time to 
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return to fome Female Friends who were waitin; 
for her, defir’d Abfolution. ‘The Confeffor fizh’d, 
and leering on her with a languifhing Look, My 
fair Daughter, fays he, who can free another, that 
is bound himfelt? I am captivated and chain’d 
by the irrefiftible Power of your Beauty ; and 
without your Affittance I can neither abfolve m 
felf nor you. Agatha was young and unexperienc’d, 
yet by the Help of a good natural Apprehenfion 
fhe was not at a Lofs to unravel the Meaning of 
thefe Words: She had_ befides, to quicken her 
Wit, been ftrictly guarded and ill ufed by Doctor 
Raggiri, She therefore foon !et the Father fee that 
fhe underftood him, and that fhe was not difpleas’d 
to find, notwithitanding the Sanctity of his Cha- 
racter, that he was Flefh and Blood like other 
Men. The Bufinefs of the Abfolution was now 
forgot: Father Nicolo pre{fs’d his Paffion ; and at 
his earneft Requeft, the Lady undertook to find 
Means that he fhould make her a Vifit. After a 
fhort Paufe, fhe acquainted him, in order to this, 
that fhe was much troubled with Fits, and that all 
the Medicines her Husband coud give her, pro- 
curd her no Eafe; therefore, faid fhe, the next 
time he is fent fur into the Country, Pll feign my 
felf feiz’d with ntv ufual Diltemper, and tend to 
you to bring fome Relick of St. Griffon for my 
Relief. You will, J fuppote, comply with the 
Summons, and one of my faithtul Maids fhall be 
ready to conduct you to my Chamber. The Fa- 
ther applauded her Wit, pronoune’d a thoufand 
Bleflings on her for this happy Invention, embrac’d 
her in his Arms, and thus they parted. 

Honeft Regier, who dreamt nothing of what 
had pais’d, went very opportunely out of Town 
the next Morning. The Lady was immediately 
fe1’d with a terrible Fit, and in the midit of her 
Attendants, who were off.cious in helping her, 
frequently call’d on the Name of St.Griffon,to afford 
her his Affittance. The crafty Confident that {tood 
by, and was intrufted with the Secret, took the 
Hint, and prefs'd her to fend for the Relicks of 
that Saint, which fhe faid were famous for their 


miraculous Virtue and wonderful Cures. The 
Miftrefs,who feem’d fearce able to utter herWords, 
bid her do as {} e th muoht fit. Father Nico/o Tre- 
fently had Notice, and obey’d tue Summons wth 


the utmoft Expedition Line 
A 








The Father now arrived, and following 
his Female Guide, enter’d the Room where the 
affliéted Lady lay, and drew near her Bed-fide 
with a becoming Gravity. The Lady receivd 


him with profound Reverence, and begg’d the 
Charity of his prevailing Prayers to Heav’n, 


and to glorious St. Griffox. He exhorted her to 
prepare her felf, that fhe might be quatified to 
receive the Benefit of the Sacred Kelicks he 
had brought; in order to which, fays he, it 
is firlt neceffary that with a contrite Heart you 
have Recourfe to Confeffion, that fo your Soul 
being heal’d, your Body may more eafily be cured, 
The Lady reply’d, She defired nothing more. This 
was aSional to the reft who were im the Room 
to depart, which they preiently obey’d, and lett 
the Two Lovers to their private Devotion. 

The good Father had nor long applyd the Re- 
licks of St. Griffon for the Recovery of the devout 
Agatha, when Ruggiert was difcover’d at the En- 
trance of the Street, who return’d fooner than 
he was either defired or expected. ‘The Lovers 
were immediately alarm’d, and the Fryar leap’d 
upon the Floor in fuch a Fright, that he forgor to 
take his Breeches, which upon that occafion he 
had thrown by, as an unnecefiary Garment, at 
the Beds-head. 

The Wench who was in the Secret, open’d the 
Door, and crying out that bythe Favour of Hea- 
ven and of St. Griffon, her Lady was almoit whol- 
ly recover’d, call’d in the reft of the Attendants. 
Ruggieri arriv’d at the fame inftant, but was not well 
pleas'd to obferve, that a Fryar had found the 
Way to his Houfe; nor was he lefs ditturb’d at 
this new Illnefs of his Wife. Agatha perceiv’d his 
Diforder by the Change of his Countenance, and 
immediately told him, that fhe had been infinitely 
oblig’d to that Holy Father, by whofe Prayers, 
together with the Application of the Re- 
licks of St. Griffon, fhe bad been fnatch’d from 
the Grave. The good Man was overjoy’d to hear 
it was no worfe, and correcting himfelf in his 
own Thoughts for his former Sufpicions, very 
heartily thank’d the Fryar, who after fome pious 
Difcourfe was glad to withdraw. 

The Fryar was not gone far, before he recover’d 
out of his Fright, and the fame Moment perceiv’d 
he had left his Breeches behind him. ‘This put 
him into a new Concern ; he durft not go back, 
but comforted himfelf as well as he couw’d in the 
Hope that /gatha or her Maid wou’d find them 
firft, and take care to prevent further Mifchief. 
Honelt Ruggieri was now fitting on the Bed-ftde by 
his Wife, and faying a Thoufand kind Things to 
her, when unluckily putting his Hand to adjuft 
the Pillow under her Head, he laid hold on one of 
the Strings, and drew out the Breeches. This 
threw him into a worfe Fit than any his Wife was 
accuftom’d to fall into 5 he ftorm’d like a Mad-man, 
and ask’d how thatAppurtenance of the Fryar came 
there? Agatha, who had all her Wits awaken’d by 
her new Amour, reply’d, without the leaft Heft- 
tation, that it was what fhe had told him of. It 
is to this, fays fhe, Lowe my Cure. This is the 
miraculous Garment of St. Griffon, which the Holy 


Father brought, and he has left it here for my 
greater Security and Devotion, till the Evening, at 
which Time he will fend for it, or fetch it himself 

Yoor Kug ges) ty hearing {6 ready and unexpected 
an Anfwer, beliewd, or pretended to believe her 
and retired. ‘The trudty Wench was now difpatch’d 
on anew Errand, to defire the Father to fend for 
his Relicks. She underltood her Bufinefs, and ac- 
quainted Fryar Nico’o with all that had pafs’d. 
‘Lhe Fryar, prefs d by the Neceflity of the Affair, 
went to the Warden of the Houfe, and confeffins 
the whole Intrigue, bege’d that he wou'd help 
him out inthis Extremity. The Warden fharply 
teprov’d him for his Necligence 3 but faid there 
was no time to be loft, and fomething muit be 
thought of to fave the Reputation of the Order, 
He therefore caus’d the Chapter-Beil to be rung, 
and the Fryars beg all aflembled, he inform’d 
them, that Heav’n had thet Day wrought a moft 
remarkable Miracle, by Virtue of St. Criffox’s 
Breeches, in the Houfe of Racgtert, the Ph fician. 
In fhort, he related to them the Particulars, and 


-periwaded them to go and fetch back the Holy 


Garment, in a folemn Proceffion. 

The Fryars were now drawn up in order, and 
with a Crofs carry’d before them, and the Warden 
at their Head, hoiding the Vabernacle of the Altar 
in his Hand, march’d Vwo and Two in profound 
Silence to Dr. Riggzer’s Houle. Raggart met them 
at the Door, and demanded the Keafon of this 
folemn Vifit. ‘The Warden told him, they were 
oblig’d by the Rules of their Order, to fend their 
Relicks privately to fuch diitvefs'd Perfons as de- 
manded the Ule of them ; that if thro’ the Sins of 
fuch Perfons, the Kelicks had no Effe& for their 
Relicf, they were to terch them as privately back 5 
but when a manifeit Miracle was wrought, they 
were to bring them home with decent Ceremony, 
to publifh the Miracle, and finally to record it in 
Form in the Regifter of their Convent. Ruggieri 
now underitood their Bufinefs, and was overjoy’d 
at the Honour which wasdone him. He told the 
Fathers they were all welcome, and defiring the 
Warden, and Father Nicolo to follow him, he led 
them to his Wife’s Chamber. The good Lady 
who, it may be fuppos’d, was not afleep in this 
Juncture, held the Breeches in her Hand, bound 
decently up in a perfum’d Napkin, which theWar- 
den having open’d,kils’d then witia profound Re- 
verence; and having caus’d them to be kifs’d in like 
manner by all who were inthe Room, he pur them 
in the Tabernacle he had broucht for t! 
and gave the Signal to his Fraternit 
the fame Order. 

The Fathers fet forward 
finging an Anthem, march’d reund the City, 
companyd with a numberle{s Croud, and then 
placing the Relick on the Altar ef their Chappel, 
left it there, as an Object of Devotion. Rucgieri 
was zealous to promote the Vencration of the Peo- 
ple to this pious Order, and with no little Pride 
acquainted all Perfons, where-ever he came, of 
the aftonifhing Miracle wrought on his Wife, by 
Virtue of the Breeches of St. Griffon. 
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LONDON, Printed: And Sold by James Roberts t# Warwick-Lane, where 
Advertifements are taken in. 
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